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Before The Flood (2016) Viewing Guide 

 

1. What are some of the causes of climate change? 

 

a. When did these causes begin?  ________________________________________  

b. Who did they benefit? ________________________________________  

2. How is climate change affecting Jake Awa (the inuit hunter)? 

 

3. How is climate change affecting the city of Miami? 

 

a. What steps is the city of Miami taking to combat the effects of climate change? 

 

4. How was the Dr. Michael Mann treated when he released his findings on climate change? 

 

a. According to him, who is behind this reaction? 

 

5. Why is it so hard to pass laws to reduce climate change? 

 

 

6. Who has just passed the USA as the world’s number 1 polluter? _______________________ 

a. What is causing this rise in pollution? _______________________ 

7. How is pollution affecting Chinese citizens? 

 



8. How is China changing its energy sources? 

  

a. What is causing this change? 

 

 

9. According to Sunit Narain (of the Dehli Center for Science and Environment): 

a. What energy crisis is India dealing with? 

 

b. Why will India keep using coal despite concerns about climate change? 

 

c. What is her criticism of the United States? 

 

10. How is climate change affecting Kiribati? 

 

11. How is climate change affecting ocean ecosystems? 

 

12. What’s happening to rainforests?  How does this affect the atmosphere? 

 

a. The rainforests are being destroyed to produce what product? ____________________ 

b. What are some products that are created using this? ____________________ 

13. What is the least efficient food source in the world? ____________________ 

a. How does it create climate change? 

 

14. What solution does Elon Musk suggest to move away from fossil fuels? 

 

15. What is a Carbon Tax? 

 

16. What is the Paris Climate Agreement? 



 

17. According to Barack Obama, why is climate change a national security issue? 

 

 

18. What are some of the major effects of global warming that NASA is predicting? 

a. The polar ice will  _____________________ . 

b. Europe will get  _____________________ . 

c. Places along the equator will experience  _____________________ . 

 

After Viewing 

19. What is one change you can make in your daily life to reduce the effects of climate change? 

 

 

 

 

20. How can climate change be viewed as an issue of justice? 

  



Just or Unjust? 

Justice: A state of fair and moral treatment all involved parties.  

Read each of the following scenarios and determine if it is just or unjust.  Explain your answer below. 

 

1. A man is hired to build a house.  The house collapses, causing a child inside to lose his leg.  The 

builder moves away and isn’t punished. 

a. Is this just or unjust?  Explain! 

 

 

 

2. A man is hired to build a house.  The house collapses, causing a child inside to lose his leg.  The 

authorities amputate the builder’s son’s leg as punishment. 

a. Is this just or unjust?  Explain! 

 

 

 

3. Mr. Fantini is throwing a party for his period 2-3 & 4-5 classes.  Period 2-3 makes such a mess 

of the room, that Mr. Fantini cancels the party for period 4-5. 

a. Is this just or unjust?  Explain! 

 

 

 

4. Mr. Smith was financially reckless his whole life.  When he dies, he has over $200,000 in credit 

card debt.  In order to recoup their losses, the bank forecloses on Mr. Smith’s son’s house. 

a. Is this just or unjust?  Explain! 

 

 

 

5. The elected president of Greece takes out billions of dollars in loans to build a stadium for the 

Olympics.  These loans have terrible conditions, and he knows he likely won’t be able to pay 

them back.  When the government defaults on these loans, the banks seize thousands of 

people’s pensions (retirement money) as payment. 

a. Is this just or unjust?  Explain! 

 

 

 

6. The people of Twin Peaks get most of their food by fishing in the river.  A company builds a 

factory upstream from the town and begins dumping chemicals in the river that cause health 

defects in some of the residents. 

a. Is this just or unjust?  Explain! 


