
Name: ____________________________________ Pd: _______ Date: ___________________ 

The Crucible Essay: Body Paragraph Step-by-Step Guide 
PROTIP: Start by copying your quote into step 3 

Working Thesis (for reference): _______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Topic Sentence (restates the claim of your thesis and sums up the evidence you will be presenting): 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Context (what’s going on in the quote?  How does it fit into the rest of the story?): 
At this point in the novel, ___________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Evidence (quote from The Crucible): 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________  (Miller, ____ ). 

4. Analysis (how does your quote prove your thesis?): 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Now use these pieces to assemble a strong paragraph.  You may want to modify what you’ve 
written (reword, insert transitions, etc.). 

Strong Body Paragraph Checklist: 
❏ Topic Sentence (restates the claim of your thesis and mentions the evidence you’ll be 

using in the paragraph) 
❏ Context for quote (a reader who hasn’t read the story should be able to understand your 

quote) 
❏ Quote from the text (including parenthetical citation) 
❏ Analysis (clearly explains how the quote proves your thesis) 
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