
Summary of Jury Instructions 

1. The defendant is charged with 3 crimes.  You must acquit the defendant unless the prosecution 

proves each element of the crime BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT .  The burden of 

proof lies with the prosecution.  

You should also find the defendant not guilty unless the prosecution proves beyond a 

reasonable doubt  that the defendant did not act in SELF DEFENSE .  You may not find the 

defendant guilty of more than one crime. 

2. The defendant is charged with Assault with Intent to Murder.  The elements of this crime are: 

a. An assault 

b. Committed with the intent to kill another person 

3. The defendant is charged with Assault with Intent to Cause Great Bodily Injury .  The 

elements of this crime are: 

a. An assault 

b. Committed with the intent to cause a great bodily injury (an injury that would create a 

substantial risk of death, or could cause serious, permanent disfigurement, or 

substantial impairment of any body part) 

4. The defendant is charged with Assault with Gun or Other Dangerous Weapon.  The 

elements of this crime are: 

a. An assault 

b. Committed with a gun or other dangerous weapon 

c. With intent to cause a battery (unconsented touching of a person, either directly by the 

defendant or as a result of some object set in motion by the defendant. 

5. Self Defense is a valid defense when the defendant used force against another person in order 

to prevent the immediate infliction of unlawful force against his own person by another person. 

A person may not use more force than is reasonably necessary to prevent such unlawful force. 

a. A person may use force likely to cause great bodily injury only where it appears 

reasonably necessary to do so in order to prevent great bodily injury to him/herself. 

b. A person is not required to surrender things rightfully in their possession in order to 

avoid using force in order to avoid using force likely required to cause great bodily 

injury. 
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