
Declaratory Act (1766)

● Taxation Without Representation vs. Virtual Representation

● Resistance to the Stamp Tax is too strong.  Britain realizes it has to 
repeal the tax, but doesn’t want to look weak.

● Pairs the repeal with the Declaratory Act, which takes a hard stance 
toward the colonies
○ Parliament "hath, and of right ought to have, full power and authority to 

make laws and statutes of sufficient force and validity to bind the 
colonies and people of America ... in all cases whatsoever".



● Designed to raise revenue, and to assert 
“the superiority of the Mother Country.”
○ Increased taxes and importation on 

manufactured and luxury goods 
carried by the East India Company 
(eg. paper, paint, lead, glass, & tea).

○ Increased British naval presence to 
curb smuggling.

● King George orders General Thomas 
Gage to use “such Force as You shall 
think necessary to Boston”

The Townshend Acts (1767)





Colonists React to the 
Townshend Acts
● Emergency colonial legislatures called.  They 

petition the king and eventually sign 
non-importation agreements.

● The Sons of Liberty first tar and feather a 
British tax collector in 1767.  Chapters are 
now present in all 13 Colonies.

● John Dickinson writes Letters from a 
Pennsylvania Farmer criticizing the act and its 
effect on working people in the colonies.





The Boston Massacre (1770)
● A mob gathers in Boston, many holding 

clubs, corner a British sentry.

● Sentry joined by 7 comrades.

● Mob begins pelting soldiers with ice.

● Shots fired, 5 Bostonians killed, 6 
injured.

● John Adams defends the soldiers in 
court.  6 acquitted, 2 convicted of 
manslaughter. 


