


French vs. English 
Colonial Empires

● French: Mostly single men 
engaged in fur trapping and 
trading.

○ Furs caught in the north 
traded down the Mississippi 
to New Orleans, back to 
Europe.

○ Traded extensively with 
natives, often intermarried.



French vs. English 
Colonial Empires

● English: Early settlers brought 
entire families, sought to create 
new societies to displace 
Native Americans.

○ Trade ties, generally 
distrustful of natives.

○ Ultimately desired indian 
lands.



Native Americans 
Before the War

● Native Americans- Benefitted 
from the rivalry and tension 
between the French and British.

○ Played Europeans against 
one another.



The French and Indian War
Or, the Seven Years’ War

● France and Britain rivals.

● Both sides claim land in the Ohio 
river valley is theirs.

● French begin building military 
forts along the Ohio River 
(western PA)

● Virginia Governor Dinwiddie 
orders a 22 year old officer to lead 
a militia into the wilderness.



The French and Indian War
Or, the Seven Years’ War

George Washington

● Leads inexperienced Virginians North.

● Negotiates and allies with Iroquois league.

● Engages in brutal guerilla warfare in the 
wilderness.

● Makes lots of mistakes, but is seen as a 
hero throughout the colonies.



Fort Necessity





French and Indian War: Results
● France cedes tons of land to Britain 

(Canada, the great lakes, the midwest)

● Britain and France hate each other EVEN 
MORE

● Britain doubles its national debt

● Tons of British soldiers hanging out in 
North America

● Britain names all lands west of the 
Appalachian Mountains an Indian 
Reservation.





Pg. 119-127.  Read on about major acts and events leading to the 
revolution.  Complete your graphic organizer as you go.

● Treaty of Paris (FIW) and Proclamation of 1763
● Sugar Act (1764)
● Stamp Act & Quartering Act (1765)
● Townshend Acts (1767)
● Boston Massacre (1768)
● Gaspee Affair (1772)
● Boston Tea Party (1773)

The Road To Revolution Timeline


