
 

Noun Suffixes 

-er / -or One who does (turns v. into n.) 

● Driver, creator 

-ist One who uses something, or a 

believer of an -ism 

● Pianist, communist 

-ee One who receives something 

(turns v. into n.) 

● Employee, trainee 

-ion / -ence / 

-ment 

The act of doing something 

(turns v. or adj. into n.) 

● Action, independence, 

development 

-ness The quality of something (turns 

adj. into n.) 

● Darkness, kindness 

-ship The property of, or the state of 

being something 

● Friendship, viewership 

-ation / -ing The act of doing something 

(turns v. into n.) 

● Hibernation, driving 

○ Ex. “Your 

driving makes 

me sick!” or 

“Studying vocab 

is boring!” 

-ism A belief system or the 

expression of a quality. 

● Monotheism, 

patriotism, heroism, 

optimism 

 

 

  

 

Adjective Suffixes 

-less Without (turns n. into adj.) 

● Sleepless, joyless 

-y / -ous Full of / covered with (turns n. into 

adj.) 

● Greasy, Marvelous 

-ful Full of (turns n. or v. into adj.) 

● Fearful, beautiful 

-able / -ible Able to (turns v. into adj.) 

● Edible, inflatable 

-ish / -ic / 

-ive 

Similar to or having qualities of 

something (turns n. into adj.) 

● Bookish, athletic, active 

 

Verb Suffixes 

-ate To make or do 

● Pollinate, urinate 

-ify / -ize To make or become (turns adj. or n. 

into v.) 

● Beautify, sympathize 

-en To increase a quality (turns adj. into 

v.) 

● Widen, whiten, darken 

 

Adverb Suffix 

-ly In a way that is (turns adj. or n. into 

adv.) 

● Slowly, surprisingly 

  



 

 


